
Individual Research Paper  

Students will compose an individual research paper of approximately 10-12 pages in MLA format. This 

research paper will be composed of several elements: using theory; using an element of new media as 

primary evidence for a case study; reflecting on the cultural statements between these former two. In 

essence you will be learning not only how to include “research” from secondary sources but how to 

integrate complex theoretical ideas into your essays and develop your own critical engagement with it. 

The emphasis here is on critical thinking and using complex rhetorical strategies involving a myriad of 

secondary evidence. This is ultimately the goal of higher level university level writing and thus it is 

important for you to start writing with this in mind. These theories we will be learning over the course of 

the semester from your theory toolbox. You will be able to reference the textbook throughout your 

essay. You will be expected to do research beyond the text I provide and I am happy to help you with it. 

This assignment will help you develop more complex arguments that draw from a myriad of sources and 

require you to independently develop a thesis based on your own conclusions.  

In class we will discuss constructing an argument about applying theory to real world applications. For 

example: If my new media was twitter and I picked a theory on authority my research question could be: 

How does Twitter reinforce or deconstruct typical notions of authority? What are specific examples that 

help my argument? Does Twitter create a discourse that resists authority and why is this important to 

specific social movements? 

The prompt for the essay is: How does ____(a)___ effect ____(b)___ through __(c)___ and why is this 

important? Where (a) is a specific form of new media, (b) is a group or event or civic construct, (c) is the 

theory you are using.  

Step 1: Choose an element of new media. Look up the history of your new media and consider all its 

political/social/cultural/economic implications. Type your new media into google scholar and see what 

others have written on it.  

Step 2: Browse through the suggested theoretical texts in the toolbox. If you have an idea of one you 

like that is not listed please see me. A good way to consider a text is to look online at book reviews or 

summaries from academic websites about this idea.  

Step 3: Select a theoretical text chapter sections and re-read it.  

Step 4: Create a research question that involves both your new media (which can be generalized) and 

your theory. 

 Step 5: Conduct research for extra secondary source material.  

Step 6: Write your essay. 


